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the late Act had passed; an obscure Peer proposed in the
British House of Lords to Introduce a Bill asserting the
right of Parliament to control Irish trade, and with Rocking-
ham's death there was a new Viceroy, and rumours of new
legislation. The cumulative result was to excite a profound
misgiving in Ireland, and Grattan, who knew how mis-
chievous It was to encourage the idea in England that
Ireland was never satisfied, found himself displaced by
Flood in the popular confidence. The genial jubilations of
Ireland were suddenly followed by an ague of malignant
suspicion. Temple who succeeded Portland strongly re-
commended Shelburne to satisfy the demand for specific
renunciation, and the whole matter was finally decided In
the beginning of 1783 by a most explicit Act of Parliament.
Fox, who was now out of office, supported that Act, but he
repudiated indignantly the notion that his own Act was
incomplete, or that the repudiation of British supremacy
was not unequivocal and plain. He and Grattan were
entirely of the same temper.
The whole controversy did great mischief in Ireland
where a hurricane of suspicion and discontent was the
worst weather for the new Parliament to start in. It was
followed by a general spirit of dissatisfaction, which
expressed itself In the ranks of the volunteers, and led to
a further breach between Flood and Grattan. The general
character of the volunteer organisation had by this time
undergone a considerable change, and some of the popular
leaders, such as Charlemont and Grattan, were not a little
apprehensive of its pretensions to influence Parliament. It
was now freely said that the Irish Parliament In accepting
the 1782 settlement as final had betrayed the country, and
that the volunteers, by taking up Flood's demand for an
express renunciation, had saved Ireland. The volunteers
showed no disposition to disband, and they began to assume
the character of an armed public opinion outside Parlia-
ment. That Parliament was In urgent need of reform, and
that it was hopelessly unrepresentative and inadequate was